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On Saturday, July 24, the entire
neighborhood came together to cel-

ebrate our annual street festival on Lyon
between Grove and Hayes.

Despite predictably foggy weather,
more than 400 people showed up to sam-
ple the sumptuous barbecue, escort their
kids to the games and activities (the
gigantic “bounce house” and puppet
show were a hit with the younger crowd),
rock with the excellent bands, check out
the crafts and literature tables, and just
hang out with friends and neighbors.

As in the past, David Habash, owner
of the Parkside Market at Lyon and
Hayes, was the grand patron of the fes-
tivities. David donated the succulent
goodies, including 400 burgers and
chicken for 300 guests, which disap-
peared as quickly as the volunteer chefs
could hand them off the grill. Sincere
thanks to David for his generosity.

We are also very grateful to Alan, the
poster artist; Mollie Poe, who sponsored
and arranged for the puppet show; the six
great bands; and all the dedicated, hard-
working volunteers who made our 2004
block party a swinging success!

For many people, the upcoming
November elections present a dizzy-

ing array of choices, options, and issues.
To begin with, 22 candidates are running
for election to the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors from NOPNA’s district
(District 5) alone!

However, you don’t have to be a
political activist or a media junkie to
learn about the main issues and candi-
dates. Making informed choices primarily
depends on finding clear, concise infor-
mation—and talking with friends and
neighbors.

Learning the basics about local elec-
tions, and bringing your choices to the
ballot booth, is the first, essential step
toward achieving political power. Many
people, once they take this step, are sur-

prised at how simple it is and how
empowered it makes them feel. Often
they are then motivated to become active
in local organizations or political clubs.

If you are a first-time voter, or feel
confused about how to make informed
choices, here are a few basic guidelines
to get you oriented.
◆  The Board of Supervisors is the leg-
islative (law making) branch of the City
and County of San Francisco. It consists
of 11 members, each elected on a non-
partisan (any political party) basis from
the district where he or she lives.

The Board responds to the needs of
the people of the City and County of San
Francisco, establishes city policies, and
adopts ordinances and resolutions.

Supervisors work full-time, and are
paid a salary. The Board holds regular
meetings three or four times each month
(except during recess, August 18–
September 6). Many Board committees
meet once a week. 
◆  Matt Gonzalez, the current supervisor,

Political power begins in
our neighborhood

NOPNA General Meeting
THURSDAY, SEPT. 16

CAFÉ NEON
1801 McAllister (at Baker)

7:00 pm:
“Meet Your Neighbors”

7:30 pm: General Meeting

Everyone is welcome, 
ESPECIALLY

first-time visitors!

Continued on p. 3

Block party guests line up to enjoy the delicious
barbecue treats.
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T here are so
many reasons

to love the North
of Panhandle area, I can’t list them all in
one brief column. But I’d like to outline
a few: diversity, dining, location, con-
nectedness.

I realized the other day that I know
people who speak Italian, Spanish,
Pilipino, Arabic, French, and of course,
English—and that’s just between my
house and the bus stop. We’ve got
young, urban Vice Magazine types;
we’ve got longtime residents who are
pillars of the African-American commu-
nity; we’ve got new immigrants, young
families, old folks, business entrepre-
neurs, and small-c communists. And did
you know there’s a group of artists that
organizes a Sunday cabaret? A neighbor-
hood kickball team? 

It may not yet be gourmet gulch, but
there are many great restaurants within
walking distance. Have you visited the
Blue Jay Café, at 919 Divisadero, yet?
Don’t fail to try their biscuits! What

about the 1751 Social Club, on Fulton
between Masonic and Central—great
desserts! Then there’s the Neon, on
Baker at McAllister; Club Waziema, on
Divis near Hayes; right next door, Jay’s
Cheesesteak; and less then half a block
south, the Herbivore, with its awesome
selection of vegetarian specialties. Not
only can we walk to a dozen excellent
restaurants, we can also get to know the
people running them.

In case you hadn’t noticed, the North
Panhandle is almost perfectly located at
the geographical center of town, and is
served by a many public transportation
lines. We can quickly get to the Haight,
the ocean, the top of Twin Peaks, Buena
Vista and Golden Gate Parks, Alamo
Square, and downtown, all within a rela-
tively short time. 

Another reason I love this neighbor-
hood is that the people are so friendly.
Besides having clear geographic bound-
aries, this area is close-knit, dense with-
out being crowded, and full of cafes and
gathering places where people can get to

know each other. It sometimes takes a
little confidence to say hello to strangers,
but I find that the more I’m involved in
the community—shopping, relaxing, and
playing here, besides working with
NOPNA—the more comfortable I feel
about greeting my neighbors as I walk
around. Try it, you’ll like it!

�����������	
���	���	�
�
���

Need financing for a real estate transaction?

Fidelity Capital Funding
A full-service mortgage company

specializing in residential and commercial financing

Close a transaction with

ALEX CHUZHOY
and IÕll donate $100 to NOPNA 
or any charity of your choice!

Office: 415.863.2200  ¥  Fax: 415.863.4809

680 8th Street, Ste. 255  San Francisco, CA 94103  ¥  www.bayareafinancing.com  ¥  achuzhoy@bayareafinancing.com

PresidentÕs Corner

WhatÕs good about this Ôhood
By Tys Sniffen, NOPNA President

North Panhandle NEWS is published for the
community, businesses, and friends of our neigh-
borhood, bounded by Turk Street, Divisadero
Street, Fell Street, and Masonic Avenue.

Publisher: NOPNA Board of Directors
Managing Editor: Andrew de Vries
Advertising: Alex Chuzhoy
Distribution: Will Valentine
Printing: All-American Printing Services,

Novato, CA

NOPNAÕs mission: The purpose of this associ-
ation shall be to establish neighborhood unity,
maintain multi-ethnic and multi-cultural diversity,
foster a sense of neighborhood pride, promote a
safe and clean community, and improve the quali-
ty of life for all residents of the neighborhood.

CONTACT NOPNA: PO Box 591504
San Francisco, CA 94159-1504

415-267-6113  ¥  Email: nopna@nopna.org



has decided not to run for re-election.
Therefore, all residents of District 5 who
are eligible to vote can select the person
to replace him. Supervisors will be elect-
ed by “Ranked Choice Voting,” a system
used in San Francisco for the first time.
(See the simple description below).
◆  Voters will select their preferred can-
didate for President of the United States
and for their San Francisco district super-
visor on the same ballot. The deadline
for voter registration is Monday,
October 18, and the regular election is
scheduled for Tuesday, November 2.
However, you can vote early, by showing
up in person at City Hall, starting
Monday, October 4. You can also vote
by absentee ballot. Deadline for applying
for an absentee ballot is Tuesday,
October 26. 

If you haven’t already selected the
candidates you will be supporting in the
election, there are several ways you can
find out about their work, experience,
and positions on key issues. 
◆  First, Candidates are endorsed by
various organizations, and also by local 

newspapers. The San
Francisco Bay
Guardian, a free paper
you can pick up on
many neighborhood
street corners, offers a
detailed explanation of
its endorsements. The
paper comes out every
Wednesday.
◆  Additionally, public
meetings offer an
opportunity to hear
candidates’ views and
ask them direct ques-
tions. One such forum
will take place at the
University of San
Francisco on
September 29, proba-
bly from 6 to 8 pm.
Check the Bay
Guardian and other
local papers for final
details about the loca-
tion and time.

◆  Here are some Internet Web sites you
can visit to learn more. (If you do not
have access to a computer at home or at
work, most public library branches let
you to use a computer and help you get
on the Internet free of charge.) 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/election_index.
asp?id=4438 (San Francisco Elections
Department web site—Lists the qualified
candidates and ballot measures)

http://www.sfgov.org/site/election_page.a
sp?id=24269 (San Francisco Elections
Department web site—provides election
details, including an interactive sample
ballot)

http://www.ci.sf.ca.us/site/bdsupvrs_inde
x.asp (Information about the SF Board of 
Supervisors and scheduled 
meetings)

http://www.sfbg.
com/ (San 
Francisco Bay 
Guardian 
online)
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This November, San Francisco voters
will elect seven members to the Board
of Supervisors using ranked choice vot-
ing (RCV, also known as instant runoff
voting).

RCV allows voters to rank their candi-
dates 1, 2, and 3. These rankings will be
used to organize runoffs to determine
the candidate who receives the majority
(more than 50 percent) of the total votes.

On the ballot, voters will see three
columns labeled First Choice,  Second
Choice,  and Third Choice.  In each
column, you will fill in the arrow next to
the candidate you have selected for
each choice.

After the voting takes place, the first-
place rankings will be counted. If a can-
didate has won a majority of these first-
place rankings, he or she is elected. But
if no candidate has a majority of first-
place rankings, the instant runoff
begins

The candidate with the LEAST num-
ber of first-place rankings is eliminated
from the runoff. Voters then give their
vote to their second choice candidate,
as indicated by their ranked ballot. 

Now if one candidate has a majority of
votes, that candidate is elected. If still
no candidate has a majority at this point,
another last-place candidate is eliminat-
ed, and voters then give their vote to
their next-ranked candidate. The vote
counting proceeds in rounds, until one
candidate has a majority of the vote.

To see an animated cartoon showing
how the RCV ballot counting will take
place, visit the Web site http://www.fair-
vote.org/sf/vote/. You can also view a
flow chart showing this at
http://www.fairvote.org/irv/flow.pdf . The
site http://www.demochoice.org/sf.html
offers tools to help educate San
Franciscans about ranked choice 
voting. 

Ranked Choice Voting Comes to San Francisco

Becky Layton
Pacific Union Real Estate Group
Direct: 415.345.3040
Email: Becky@BeckyLayton.com
Website: www.BeckyLayton.com
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Getting buyers on the
property ladder and
helping sellers trade up

Political Power (Continued from page 1)


